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INTRODUCTION 

 
Public rights of ways can provide a convenient means of access between areas, enabling walking and 
cycling as an alternative to cars. They can also enhance outdoor recreational, amenity and tourism 
facilities which in turn can support healthy living, economic development and community-led 
initiatives. In the city, they are important connections supporting the concept of a 15 minute city 
facilitating easy access to essential services within a 15 minute walk or bike ride and thereby reducing 
car dependency. 

 

The Galway City Development Plan 2023 – 2029 includes an objective to ‘Continue to compile and 
review an Inventory of existing public rights of ways in the city and make these publically available’.  

 

This Inventory is a work in progress which is being carried out on a phased basis. Phase 1 of the 
inventory has been completed and is based on a review of historical rights of way which were listed in 
the Galway County Borough Development Plan 1973. Phase 2 has also been completed following a 
review of mapping in the city and liaison with the Recreation and Amenity section and transportation 
section of the council and the Land Registry.   

Policy Background 
Section 5.7.1 of the Galway City Development Plan 2023 – 2029 states that it is the policy of the City 
Council to preserve existing public rights of way for the common good. It states that the Council will 
seek to create new rights of way and enhance existing rights of ways where necessary, for pedestrian 
convenience or amenity reasons.  It states that a compilation of an inventory of established rights of 
way is a dynamic project which will be hosted on the Council website and will apply best practice 
approaches as highlighted in the Office of the Planning Regulator (OPR) research1. 

 

Policy 5.5 includes to “Create, enhance and maintain accessible and safe public rights of way, where 
appropriate for pedestrian convenience, including public lighting where appropriate.” 

 

Objectives of the Inventory 
The objective of the Inventory is to identify and record the existing defined public rights of way in the 
city. 

The Inventory will assist in identifying opportunities to enhance permeability and accessibility; make 
improvements to existing connections; to incorporate biodiversity and green linkages and to create new 
public rights of way. It will also help identify ways to enhance use such as provision of signposting, 
lighting and seating and will support funding opportunities and grant applications for enhancement 
works and amenity improvements.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
1   OPR Case Study Paper CSP01 Public Rights of Way  and the Local Authority  Development Plan, OPR, June 2021 



 

 

What is a Public Right of Way 

 
Following an assessment of legislation, case law and consultation within the Council, a public right of 
way has been identified as a road or passageway which any member of the public has a right to pass 
or repass, without permission, with or without vehicles. A public right of way can include all roads or 
passageways in charge of the Council and roads or passageways which are not taken in charge but 
used by the public. For the purpose of this Inventory, it is not proposed to include public roads and 
footpaths which are defined under roads legislation except where they are part of a significant 
amenity (for example the promenade). 
 

Public Right of Way Criteria and Methodology 

 
A public right of way is placed in the Inventory where it includes the following criteria: 

 
• Function: Where it provides a convenient means of non-motorised access to (1) amenity 

areas (2) local services and (3) places of work.  
• Evidence: Where there is sufficient evidence to support that it exists. This can be 

determined through the Land Registry, by evidence of use over time, by features along the 
way such as surface treatment, lighting, seating, if any works have been carried out by the 
Council to maintain or enhance the way etc. 

• Type: Where it enables walking and cycling as an alternative to cars. 
 
Each identified Public Right of Way (PROW) is surveyed, mapped and photographed. Each map 
includes a survey summary which highlights the location, description and length of the PROW. 
Details of features and surface treatment are also stated. A reference where applicable is  also 
made to City Development Plan. 
 

Next Steps 

This inventory is not a static document. Additions and changes will be made over time as part of an 
annual review process. Phase 3 is currently being advanced by the Planning Section.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Public Rights of Way under Investigation 

  

Ref. Location Description 

PROW – 01 Salmon Weir Bridge – Wolfe 
Tone Bridge 

Along the bank separating the River Corrib from the mill race 

PROW – 02 Mill Street Car Park – Dominick 
Street Lower 

Through Ruxton Court onto Dominick Street Lower 

PROW – 03 Mill Street Car Park – Mill 
Street 

Through Mill Street Car Park and along the canal bank to bridge at 
Mill Street 

PROW – 04 Water Lane From Water Lane to St. Bridget’s Place Lower 

PROW – 05 West Bank of Eglington Canal 
– University Road 

Along canal towpath from University Road to gate at Áras na Mac 
Léinn, NUIG campus 

PROW – 06 Newcastle  From private road within NUIG grounds to bank of River Corrib. 

PROW – 07 Woodquay – Dyke Road From Riverside, Woodquay along the old Clifden railway 
embankment to Dyke Road 

PROW – 08 Tievegarriff, Taylor’s Hill From Glenarde Crescent to Taylor’s Hill Road 

PROW – 09 Lenaboy, Salthill From Devon Park to Lenaboy Park  

PROW – 10 Lenaboy, Salthill From Emerson Avenue to Lenaboy Park 

PROW - 11  Lenaboy, Salthill From Monksfield Avenue to Oaklands 

PROW –12 Árd na Mara - Rockbarton 
Road, Salthill 

From cul-de-sac at Árd na Mara to Rockbarton Road adjacent to 
Dr. Mannix Road 

PROW –13 Upper Salthill From public road at junction of Grattan Road and Salthill Road 
Upper along east side of Grattan House 

PROW - 14 Foreshore at Claddagh - Salthill From Nimmo’s Pier along promenade to Blackrock 

PROW –15 Rahoon From Rahoon Road along Millers Lane, crossing Western 
Distributor Road to Manor Drive 

PROW – 16 Lough Atalia From Lakeshore Drive along seashore surrounding Lough Atalia to 
railway bridge on Lough Atalia Road 

PROW –17 Renmore From Renmore Road to foreshore along lane to east of Renmore 
Barracks  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Map of Public Rights of Way Phase 1 
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Maps and Photographs



 

 

Public Rights of Way under Investigation Phase 2 

  

Ref. Location Description 

PROW – 18 Barna Road to Shangort Road Through Rusheen Woods onto Shangort Road 

PROW – 19 Clybaun Road to Western 
Distributor Road 

Through Doire Geal linking to St John the Apostle NS 

PROW – 20 Blackrock To Blakes Hill Sea front walk from Blackrock Tower to Blakes Hill  

PROW – 21 Mutton Island From Grattan road/Southpark along Martin Connely Causeway to 
Mutton Island 

PROW – 22 Fr Burke park  From Munster Avenue through Fr Burke Park to Fr Griffin Road 

PROW – 23 Claddagh Quay to Wolf Tone 
Bridge   

Along towpath from Claddagh Quay, by Eglington Canal to Wolfe Tone 
Bridge  

PROW – 24 Lower Canal Road to Dominick 
Street  

Along canal towpath from Lower Canal Road to Dominick Street Lower 

PROW – 25 Upper Canal Road to Lower 
Canal Road  

Along canal towpath from Upper Canal Road to Lower Canal Road  

PROW – 26 Fisheries Field From O’Shaughnessy Bridge to University Road 

PROW – 27 Wellpark Grove to Dublin Road Through green area from Wellpark Grove to Dublin Road   

PROW – 28 Wellpark Grove to Dublin Road Through green area from Wellpark Grove to Dublin Road   

PROW – 29 Wellpark Grove to Dublin Road Through green area from Wellpark Grove to Dublin Road   

PROW – 30 St Oliver Plunkett Church 
Renmore to Dublin Road  

Lane from St Oliver Plunkett Church Renmore to Dublin Road 

PROW – 31 Ballyloughaun, 
Murrough/Renmore 

From Liam Mellows GAA club along Ballyloughane Beach and around 
headland  
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